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Chair’s Report 
 
I am pleased to present our Annual Report for the year ended October 31st 2018. 
 
In reviewing my last Chair’s report, I am happy to post that we are in a much better place financially. 
This is thanks to the incredible efforts of Mitrofanoff fundraisers who have participated in pageant 
contests, distance walking and parachute jumping, to name but a few.  
 
We are extremely grateful to all our donors because we are now in a position to work on new projects. 
One such project is focusing on educating the local community on how to care for an individual/s with a 
Mitrofanoff. We have decided to fund this project because we have had many enquiries from schools, 
nursing homes and local nursing communities that have needed Mitrofanoff training but were unable to 
source it locally or via the NHS. Please do get in touch with us if you think your local nursing/care area 
would find this useful. We would love to help. We have been very fortunate that a couple of sponsors 
have supported us in setting up this educational program. 
 
We had a wonderful fundraising event in May 2018, the Mitrofanoff Ball, which was well-attended and 
thoroughly enjoyed! Wife and husband team, Jo (our trustee) ably supported by Neil (our office 
manager) and their extended family, put their heart and soul into organising the event and it was a 
roaring success. To be honest, I have no idea how they did it - a significant amount of money was raised 
and judging by the general Dad (and Mum) dancing, a great evening was had by all. This dynamic duo 
are planning our next event on 13 June 2020 at the Runnymede on Thames Hotel. This event will 
celebrate 10 years of Mitrofanoff Support, and we do hope you and your friends will consider joining us. 
 
A few months ago, I attended a Parliamentary Briefing and Networking Reception for The Urology Trade 
Association. Many of our product distributors and suppliers are engaged with parliamentarians about 
the debate surrounding the recycling of urology plastics. We are fortunate in that that our suppliers are 
keen to enhance the technology of product offerings. In the last 18 months these new offerings have 
included four-hole catheters, flexible catheter tips and new ace stoppers. 
 
Our engagement work with Mitrofanoff surgeons, hospital nurse specialists and community nurses 
continues. In the last year we have attended two medical conferences to promote the charity. We have 
had a quite a lot of interest from overseas surgeons but continue to do outreach work with the UK 
specialists who perform this incredible and life-altering operation. We would love to hear from you if 
you know any surgeons who would like us to get involved with them and their research projects. 
 
Our Patient Education Day seminars have been well received this year, gaining fantastic feedback in all 
areas. The Closed Facebook Group goes from strength to strength. One of this year’s challenges is to 
continue to be able to provide the same service within Facebook’s new policies. The ability to post 
photographs reflecting medical problems is important to our Mitrofanoff Facebook community and we 
would not wish this to fall within the guidelines of unacceptable graphic content. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank our team of volunteers. I would like to acknowledge that most are working 
for Mitrafonaff Support alongside their full-time job. I am exceedingly grateful to everyone for finding 
the time, energy and ideas to help us move forward. I am really looking forward to seeing what this year 
brings us. 
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